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Richard Brookhiser is a senior
editor of National Review, a
columnist for American History
and the author of over a dozen
books, including Founding Father:
Rediscovering George Washington,
Founders’ Son: A Life of Abraham
Lincoln, and Alexander Hamilton,
American. He received an honorary
doctorate from Washington College
in 2005 and a National Humanities
Medal in 2008. He lives with his wife
and fellow-author Jeanne Safer in
New York City.
The most important
reason to study the past is that
it is not past. Many things that
happened
before
we—and
our grandparents—were born
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continue to affect us today. The
poet William Wordsworth wrote
about a woman he had heard,
singing in a field as she worked,
about “old, unhappy far-off things
and battles long ago.” Battles and
struggles of all kinds may have
happened long ago, and many
of them were unhappy, but they
can be no farther off than the
morning news.

who was ending his political
career in Congress. And when
Adams was a boy, he had heard
the gunfire and seen the smoke
of the Battle of Bunker Hill
from the Adams family house in
Braintree, across Boston Harbor.
From me—and therefore from
you, as you read this—to the
Revolutionary War is only four
degrees of separation.

I write about the founding
era—the period of American
history that began with the
Revolutionary War. It is actually
not that remote in time. When
I was in college, I heard a talk
by Alger Hiss, an American
diplomat who had been a Soviet
spy. When he was a young lawyer,
he clerked for the Supreme Court
justice Oliver Wendell Holmes,
Jr. When Holmes was a young
captain in the army, he told
President Abraham Lincoln to
“Get down, you damned fool!”
when Lincoln looked recklessly
over a parapet at a Confederate
raid on Washington, DC.

The gunfire has stopped
and the smoke has blown away,
but the ideas that inspired the
Revolution, and the actions of
the men who fought in it, are still
with us. The news of the battles of
Lexington, Concord and Bunker
Hill in the spring of 1775 spread
throughout the thirteen colonies.
A nineteen-year-old Virginian,
John Marshall, volunteered to
serve in his county’s militia. He
fought in one battle, outside
Norfolk, Virginia, at the end of
the year. He would fight in seven
more before the war was over,
and see his Commander in Chief,
George Washington, in action.

When Lincoln was a
The impression that
young politician, serving a term Washington made on him lasted
in the House of Representatives, all his life; Marshall called him,
one of his colleagues was former simply, “the greatest Man on
president John Quincy Adams,
continued on page 2...

earth.” After the war, Marshall followed Washington again when there was a nationwide movement to
replace our first, revolutionary constitution, the Articles of Confederation. Washington presided over
the Constitutional Convention in 1787, which wrote a new document—the Constitution we now have.
Marshall, now a young lawyer, served as a delegate to Virginia’s ratifying convention, arguing that the new
Constitution should be adopted, which happened by September 1788.
Marshall obeyed his Commander in Chief one more time, in 1798, when Washington summoned
him to his home at Mount Vernon and told him to run for Congress. Both the old hero and the middleaged lawyer belonged to the Federalist Party, which was weak in Virginia. Washington thought a Marshall
candidacy would be good for the party, but Marshall wanted to stay in private life, earning money as a
lawyer. The younger man was so upset at refusing his idol that he decided to get up at the crack of dawn
and leave. But Washington got up first, put on his old uniform, and asked one more time. Marshall agreed,
and won his race.
His visibility in Congress caused the second president, John Adams, to pick him as Secretary of
State, when there was a vacancy in his cabinet, and then Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, when that post
became vacant too.
Marshall would serve for 34 years (still a record—there had been three chief justices before him,
but none of them had served longer than six years). The decisions he wrote—defending contracts and
corporations from meddling state governments, and establishing the supremacy of federal over state
courts—still apply today. Equally important, his long tenure and the harmony he was able to forge among
his fellow justices, made the Supreme Court a peer of Congress and the president.
When we hang on every word of the Supreme Court today, or agonize over who should become
a justice, we do it because John Marshall made it potent over 150 years ago—which happened because a
young John Marshall volunteered more than two centuries ago. We have to be interested in history; it is
interested in us. n
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We tell stories about American Presidents that will challenge the
way you look at our nation’s history!
This American President is a history podcast on the American
Presidency. We have had 45 presidents and each one represents a
unique chapter in our country’s history. Those chapters are filled with
triumphs and tragedies, successes and failures. Some of our presidents
were brilliant and others were a little strange, but they all have a story
to tell and helped to shape the country we have today. In every episode
of This American President, we will try to tell one of those stories.
Subscribe to This American President on iTunes or wherever you listen
to podcasts. Follow us on Twitter and Facebook @ThisAmerPres,
and at www.thisamericanpresident.com.
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Access to the NHC network, which includes chapters in 45 states and over 17,000 members, is a great
benefit of joining the NHC. We encourage you to read about other chapters in your state or across the
country and explore new opportunities! To explore specific sites click on the bolded text to be redirected!

Check out the size of Abington Junior High School's (PA) Club as they visit the Pennsylvania
Renaissance Fair! Members immersed themselves in Renaissance England through art, music,
food, and even a jousting competition.

Brown County High School (IN) once again joined Brownsburg High School
(IN) to participate in various capacities in the 9/11 Commemorative Ceremony at the
9/11 Memorial in downtown Indianapolis this past September.
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On Friday 16 November, Cannon School (NC) hosted a screening of the film, “Beyond the
Bridge of No Return: Legacy of a Korean War Veteran” in order to commemorate Veterans Day.
This documentary is about Korean War veteran Arden Rowley, who returns to South Korea with
his great grandson, 17-year old Cayden Sherwood.

At the end of every school year, Enochs High School (CA) travels to Europe to visit historic sites
throughout the continent. Here they are this past summer at Omaha Beach, where each student selected
the name of a soldier who was lost and never found and planted a flag in their honor on the beach. Next
summer, they will be continuing their journies at Palermo and Anzio in Italy.
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Heritage Christian Academy (MI) checking out the sights from the 103rd Floor
of the Willis Tower in downtown Chicago!

Moline High School (IL) traveled to the Rock Island Museum for a private tour
of the facility. The Museum is the Army's second oldest museum, having first opened to
the public on July 4, 1905! The Club is also in the process of opening a History Lab in the
school to showcase artifacts and documents they have been collecting.
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Salesian High School (NY) standing on the fields of Gettysburg National Military Park, where
they traveled last month to visit. The Battle of Gettysburg was a turning point in the Civil War that ended
General Robert E. Lee's most audacious invasion of the North.

Stilwell High School (OK) spent a portion of the summer traveling to the Northeast, where
they visited Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Washington DC. They made the most of their
trip, visiting such sites as the Old North Bridge in Concord, MA, the National September 11
Memorial & Museum, the Liberty Bell, and the Statue of Liberty!
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The Steward School (VA) at the Valentine Museum
in Richmond, where they toured the Wickham House
and learned about domestic life in the 19th century.

St. Peters' Club (NJ) conducted a living wax
museum at their school. Students created trifolds with pictures and quotes of historical
figures. Here is Abigail Vasquez as Joan of Arc!

White Plains High School (AL) has been designated an Alabama Bicentennial School. This is an honor
because they are only 1 of 200 schools in the state to be honored with this distinction. With this comes
a project of cleaning up a local abandoned cemetery and researching its descendants. Out of these 200
schools, 21 will then be named an Alabama School of Excellence this spring. Good luck to White Plains!
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LESSONS OF LEADERSHIP CONTEST

Courage and Conviction
* Guidelines:
World War II General Douglas MacArthur once said, “Last, but by no means least, courage of one’s
convictions, the courage to see things through. The world is in a constant conspiracy against the brave.
It’s the age-old struggle—the roar of the crowd on one side and voice of your conscience on the other.”
Throughout mankind, historical figures and leaders have constantly faced the struggle of doing what is
easy versus doing what is right. From ancient Rome to colonial America to modern day U.S. politics, we
are often reminded of the challenges that come from standing up for what one believes is right and just.
For the 5th consecutive year, the National History Club and The HBE Foundation are proud to co-sponsor
the “Lessons of Leadership” Contest. We encourage middle and high school students from across the
country to select a historical figure (domestic or foreign, ancient or modern) and examine how that person
displayed courage and conviction with a decision they made or throughout his/her life. Contest entries can
be submitted in any three of the following formats:
* An essay of no less than 500 words and not more than 2,000 words, supplemented with a bibliography
and endnotes. Entries may be submitted in either of the following forms: 1) Microsoft Word document or
2) PDF document.
* A documentary or PowerPoint presentation that reflects your ability to communicate your figure’s
importance, and also helps you develop skills in using photographs, video, graphic presentations, etc.
Documentaries should not exceed more than 10 minutes, and sources used should be credited through a
bibliography.
* A website that reflects your ability to use website design software and computer technology to
communicate how your historical figure influenced history. Your website should include a collection of
web pages, interconnected with hyperlinks, that presents primary and secondary sources and interactive
multimedia. Sources used should be credited through a bibliography.
All entries must be received by April 10, 2019 and can be emailed to Bob Nasson at rnasson@
nationalhistoryclub.org (please type “Lessons of Leadership” in the subject line). Submissions will be
judged by the NHC Advisory Board and winners will be announced at the end of April.

Awards:
First Place - $2,000
Second Place - $1,000 (two prizes)
Third Place - $500 (two prizes)
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The NHC is proud to have the support of over 60 college history departments! We hope that any of our junior
and senior members who are interested in majoring in history in college will visit a college's website listed down
below to find out more about the history department and its offerings.

American University

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

University of California Los Angeles

Barnard College

Mount Holyoke College

University of Chicago

Baylor University

Northwestern University

University of Cincinnati

Boston University

New York University

University of Colorado

Brandeis University

Ohio State University

University of Florida

Brown University

Penn State University

University of Iowa

Carnegie Mellon University

Princeton University

UMass Amherst

Coe College

Rice University

University of North Carolina

Connecticut College

Rollins College

University of Oklahoma

DePaul University

Santa Clara University

University of Pennsylvania

Georgia Tech University

St. John’s University (NY)

University of Rhode Island

Grand Valley State University

Stanford University

University of Tennessee

Franklin & Marshall College

Suffolk University

University of Texas at Austin

Harvard University

Swarthmore College

University of Utah

Johns Hopkins University

Syracuse University

University of Vermont

Lafayette College

Temple University

University of Wisconsin Madison

Lawrence University

Texas Christian University

Vanderbilt University

Louisiana State University

University of Alabama

Wake Forest University

Marquette University

University of Arkansas

Wellesley College
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NATIONAL HISTORY CLUB
The NHC would like to express our gratitude to the following people and organizations who
make our important work possible...

John Abele

Penguin Random House

HISTORY®

Smithsonian Institution

George Washington’s Mount Vernon

Society of Architectural Historians

The HBE Foundation

The Concord Review

ACLS Humanities E-Book

The Churchill Centre

Agricultural History Society

The History List

American Association for State and Local History

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund

Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles

Patrick Allitt (Professor, Emory)

Centre for International Governance Innovation

Peter Baldwin (Professor, UCLA)

Dole Institute of Politics

Rick & Barbara Berenson

Gilder Lehrman Institute

Radcliffe Cheston

HarperCollins Publishing

Don Farinacci

History News Network

Will Fitzhugh

History 500

Joan & Rick Gier

Laurel Hill Cemetery

Frances & John Pepper

Museum of Florida History

Gary Rowe

National Council for History Education

Jim Schneider

National Vietnam War Museum

Henry Seng

National World War I Museum

Gina Shannon

National World War II Museum

Art Snyder

Omohundro Institute of Early American History

Rick Sperry

Organization of American Historians

Steve Wheatley

Parkview High School (GA)

The National History Club is a 501(c)(3) organization that relies on grants and donations to support efforts.
If you are passionate about history and would like to contribute to our mission of promoting history at the
secondary level please contact Robert Nasson (rnasson@nationalhistoryclub.org).
www.nationalhistoryclub.org

