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Guy MacLean Rogers graduated 
f rom publ ic  high school  in 
Woodbur y,  Connect icut .  He 
received his Ph.D. in Classics from 
Princeton University. His biography 
of Alexander the Great, Alexander: 
The Ambiguity of Greatness was 
published by Random House in 
2004. He has taught Classics and 
Ancient History at Wellesley College 
since 1985, where he was Chairman 
of the Department of History from 
1997-2001 and again in 2012. 

 When I was 6 years old 
my mother took me to our local 
public library in Woodbury, 
Connecticut. There I found 
a biography of an ancient 

First, studying the past is 
intrinsically interesting and just 
plain entertaining. For instance, 
there is the story about how 
Alexander tamed Bucephalus. 
The Greek biographer and 
polymath Plutarch (who lived 
c. 50-120 CE) tells us in his 
biography of Alexander that 
because Bucephalus was so wild 
Alexander’s father, King Philip 
II, wasn’t interested in buying 
the horse. Alexander bet his 
father that he could tame him. 
Philip agreed to buy the horse 
for Alexander if he could ride 
Bucephalus. 

 What Philip didn’t know 
was that Alexander was holding 
a hidden ace. He had seen that 
Bucephalus bucked because he 
was afraid of his own shadow that 
danced in front of him in the Greek 
sunlight. Alexander therefore 
turned Bucephalus toward the 
sun so that the horse’s shadow 
was behind him. Alexander then 
mounted Bucephalus and rode 
him up and down a field in front 
of Philip and his friends. Philip 
wept and said, “My boy, you must 
find a kingdom big enough for 
you. Macedonia is too small for 
you.”

Alexander the Great:
 Teacher of History 

Macedonian king named 
Alexander. I started to read the 
book even before we checked it 
out. In the first chapter I learned 
that when Alexander was 12 years 
old he had tamed a large black 
horse called Bucephalus after all 
the grownups had failed. I kept 
on reading and found out that 
later Alexander rode Bucephalus 
all the way to India while he and 
his army conquered the mighty 
Persian empire. Before he died at 
the age of 32, some Greeks were 
worshipping Alexander as a god.

 I was hooked – on 
Alexander and on history. 
Decades later I wrote my own 
biography of Alexander and in 
2014 I taught the Massive Open 
Online Course, or MOOC, 
“Was Alexander Great? The 
Life, Leadership, and Legacies of 
History’s Greatest Warrior” for the 
Harvard/MIT EdX consortium to 
17,000 students worldwide.
 
 Looking back now at my 
engagement with Alexander over 
more than half a century I realize 
that learning about Alexander, 
indeed studying history in 
general, has benefits that both 
enrich your life and help you to 
succeed, no matter what field or 
career you pursue.

https://www.amazon.com/Alexander-Ambiguity-Guy-Maclean-Rogers/dp/0812972716
https://www.amazon.com/Alexander-Ambiguity-Guy-Maclean-Rogers/dp/0812972716
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 I loved this story when I was young because it showed a young guy showing up his elders. Later on I 
realized that the story had much more to teach me. Alexander was able to tame Bucephalus because he saw 
something in the terrifying horse that no one else could see: fear. In my book about Alexander I argued that 
it was Alexander’s ability to see things in battle that no one else could that allowed him to topple the Persian 
empire by his mid-twenties. He could read the fear or confidence of his opponents in how they formed 
up their armies to do battle and he made tactical adjustments accordingly. Alexander was personally a 
ferocious fighter in battle. But his sharpest weapon – maybe the sharpest weapon in history – was his mind.

 Studying history’s greatest warrior also taught me – and can teach anyone else – how to express ideas 
more clearly and effectively, whether speaking or writing. When we describe stories such as Alexander’s 
taming of Bucephalus we learn how to cite evidence accurately for our interpretations of the past and 
build up arguments that we hope will persuade our listeners or readers. Citing evidence allows people to 
check our references to the sources and has the additional benefit of focusing our exchanges with others 
on the evidence itself. Citing sources to support our arguments helps to de-personalize our debates. Now 
more than ever we need people who know how to agree, or especially disagree, without personalizing our 
disagreements.

 I don’t urge my students to want to conquer the world – as Alexander did. But I do encourage them 
to take the intellectual skills they have learned studying Alexander and to apply them to their careers and 
lives. Last year one of the students who took my Alexander course went off to study ancient history at the 
University of Pennsylvania; another got an internship at the Louvre Museum in Paris; a third was hired as 
a financial analyst at Merrill Lynch. Another veteran of my Alexander course just passed the ultra-rigorous 
French bar (legal) exam. The successes of these students are theirs and don’t surprise me. They had a great 
history teacher: Alexander.     n

vvvvv

As the school year comes to a close, The Concord Review would like to encourage students to consider 
submitting their history research papers for possible publication to the only quarterly history journal in 
the world to publish the academic work of secondary school students. Papers may be submitted on any 

historical topic, ancient or modern, domestic or foreign. 

TCR has published more than 1,140 exemplary history papers (around 6,000 words with endnotes and 
bibliography) by secondary students from 44 states and 40 other countries in 104 quarterly issues since 
1987.  To find more information, and a submission form, visit TCR’s website at: http://www.tcr.org/submit

http://www.tcr.org/submit
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Access to the NHC network, which includes chapters in 44 states and over 17,000 members, is a great 
benefit of joining the NHC. We encourage you to read about other chapters in your state or across the 
country and explore new opportunities! To explore specific sites click on the bolded text to be redirected!

Abington Junior High School (PA) held their annual History Trivia Challenge, where students 
in 7th-9th grade were asked questions about American History, Geography and World History. 
From the initial rounds, two students emerged from a field of 30 to advance to the Championship. 

Both students were then asked the same three questions to determine the winner!

Christian Home Educators Connection (MS) students held a “Living Wax 
Museum”, where they dressed up as historical characters and spoke about “their” 

roles in history with elementary school students touring the “museum”.
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Congratulations to Fort Collins High School (CO) for winning the Varsity 
Division of the Colorado History Bee & Bowl State Championship!

Heritage Christian Academy (MI) traveled out of state to the Studebaker National Museum in South 
Bend, Indiana. At the Museum students were able to see a car exhibit, detailing the history of the company’s 

cars, as well as one on the history of baseball, including the history of women’s baseball.

https://studebakermuseum.org
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Mineola High School (TX) at the grand opening of the “Hometown Teams” exhibit from the 
Smithsonian.  In the picture wearing the Eagles jersey is state historian Bill O’Neal, who spoke 

during the ceremony about the Texas League in minor league baseball from 1916-1950.

Moline High School (IL) trekked to the First Division Museum in Wheaton, Illinois, 
where they got to see many interactive exhibits sharing and celebrating the history of the 

longest continuously-serving division of the U.S. Army.

https://museumonmainstreet.org/content/hometown-teams
https://www.fdmuseum.org
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Newnan High School (GA) has continued their “speaker series” at their school, hosting Vietnam ace pilot 
Steve Ritchie, who is the 30th most highly decorated individual in U.S. military history. Steve spoke to the 

group during the day, then later in the evening to 400+ students and members of the community!

PikeView High School (WV) had a whirlwind trip to Washington, DC, where they made the rounds 
in our nation’s capital. They made the most of their trip, visiting locations such as Arlington National 
Cemetery, Mount Vernon, the Holocaust Museum, and the JFK Performing Arts Center. They even had 

a chance encounter with Vice President Mike Pence at a restaurant on Capitol Hill! 

https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/#/
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/#/
http://www.mountvernon.org
https://www.ushmm.org
http://www.kennedy-center.org
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Rainier Jr/Sr High School (OR) held their annual “Rainier Revisited”, where Club members presented a 
look at life in 1853 in their town. Students dressed up in period era attire, presented period era crafts, and 
even held a hands-on blacksmith demonstration. This is their 9th consecutive year of holding this event!

Sayville High School (NY) had the privilege of hearing Joan Furey share her experiences while serving 
with the Army Nurse Corps in Pleiku at the 71st Evacuation Hospital from 1969-1970 during the Vietnam 
War. She worked in the Post-Op Intensive Care Unit as an Army nurse.  Mrs. Furey is also the only woman 

featured in the PBS documentary series, “The Vietnam War”,   by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick. 

http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-vietnam-war/episodes/
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NATIONAL HISTORY SCHOLARS SOCIETY
The NHSS was created in Spring 2009 to recognize the truly outstanding members in each Club. Nominees 
are expected to have a B grade or higher in at least one Honors/AP history class, have been a member of 

their History Club for 2+ years, and be nominated by their Club Advisor. 

There were 909 student members inducted into the NHSS this spring (5.1% of total NHC student membership), 
and they will proudly wear burgundy honor cords at graduation as a symbol of their academic excellence. 

To view the entire list of inductees please visit our NHSS page on our website.

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/705486_e974c28f593348a2a4e56e47813607fd.pdf
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 This Spring the NHC and George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon again co-sponsored the “History 
Student of the Year” prize. Each chapter chose 
a recipient for this award, and s/he received an 
autographed copy of a history book. This is the 14th 
year of the partnership between Mount Vernon and the 
NHC to sponsor this prestigious award. The book prize 
this year was George Washington: The Wonder of 
the Age by John Rhodehamel. 

 Mount Vernon is the most popular historic 
estate in America. The estate, gardens and farm of 
Mount Vernon totaled some 8,000 acres in the 18th 
century. Today, roughly 500 acres have been preserved 
16 miles south of Washington, DC, on the banks of the 
Potomac. Visitors can see 20 structures and 50 acres of 
gardens as they existed in 1799, as well as the tombs 
of George and Martha Washington. Mount Vernon 
welcomes an average of one million visitors each year.

 To view a complete list of recipients visit our 
“History Student of the Year” page on our website!

History Club Advisor Michelle White of 
Lowndes High School (GA) presenting the 

book to award recipient Claire Kolsiz.

HISTORY STUDENT OF THE YEAR

http://www.mountvernon.org/
http://www.nationalhistoryclub.org/signup
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LESSONS OF LEADERSHIP CONTEST
 This annual contest co-sponsored by the National History Club and The HBE Foundation 
challenged student members of the NHC to select a figure within their community (local or state-wide) 
and examine how that person’s actions helped make a lasting, positive impact on history in the area that 
they called home. Congratulations to this year’s winners! Click on the Converse Documentary to view it!

Birukti Tsige & Felix Li, Malden High School (MA) --- Elisa S. Converse Documentary

Rita Rhardisse, Pine View High School (FL) 
--- An Accomplished Hero: Gilbert Waters

 THIRD PRIZE: $500

*** Tori Carl, Booker T. Washington Magnet High School (AL), Essay on John LeFlore
 *** Brooke Beliles, Brownsburg High School (IN), Essay on Lisa Beliles

FIRST PRIZE: $2,000

SECOND PRIZE: $1,000 SECOND PRIZE: $1,000

Hugh Goffinet, Richard Montgomery High 
School (MD) --- Zedekiah Thompson: 

A Man of Purpose

https://youtu.be/CeK2i-jU29s
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The following Chapters are being recognized by the NHC for exemplary activities, community service, 
and overall commitment during this school year. Each Club received a plaque to hang in their school 

and a year’s subscription to The Concord Review. To view a picture of select groups please visit the 
Clubs of the Year section on our website.

* Brown County High School --- Nashville, Indiana *

* Covington Latin School --- Covington, Kentucky *

* Lowndes High School --- Valdosta, Georgia *

* Mineola High School --- Mineola, Texas *

* Mineral Ridge High School --- Mineral Ridge, Ohio *

* Moline High School --- Moline, Illinois *

* Newnan High School --- Newnan, Georgia *

* West Springfield High School --- Springfield, Virginia *

* Williams Bay High School --- Williams Bay, Wisconsin *

* Xavier College Preparatory --- Phoenix, Arizona *

HISTORY CLUBS OF THE YEAR

http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/705486_22e870c03a014d57bcbd58aa180f7f59.pdf
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ADVISOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
The NHC and The History List are recognizing the following Advisors for their exceptional commitment 
to history education and the mission of the NHC. Advisors received a plaque, as well as a custom made 

“History Teacher” shirt with Ben Franklin’s image on it.

John Beck, Heritage Christian 
Academy, Michigan

Chris Bryans, Community 
Christian School, Florida

Ron Heller, Shorecrest 
Preparatory School, Florida

The History List is the place to go to find out about history-
related events and exhibits. Started in the Boston area, it 
continues to expand geographically. Teachers and history clubs 
can get involved by adding information about their favorite sites. 
Similar to Wikipedia, anyone who is signed in can enter or edit.  
Learn more and sign up for an account here: TheHistoryList.
com/start. This free service is supported, in part, by the 
sale of their original merchandise for history lovers through 
TheHistoryList.com/store.

Barb Jones & Kim Green, Spanish River 
Community High School, Florida

Lincoln Gravatt, Booker T. 
Washington High School, Alabama

https://www.thehistorylist.com
https://store.thehistorylist.com/collections/the-history-list-store-original-designs/products/history-teacher-t-shirt-with-ben-franklin-light-blue-heather
https://www.thehistorylist.com
https://www.thehistorylist.com/start
https://www.thehistorylist.com/start
https://store.thehistorylist.com
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The NHC would like to recognize the following colleges and universities as supporters of our organization. We 
strongly encourage students who are considering majoring in history in college, and may be applying to one of 

these schools, to visit the school’s website listed down below to find out more about the history department.

American University

Barnard College

Brandeis University

Brown University

Carnegie Mellon University

Coe College

Connecticut College

DePaul University

Georgia Tech University

Grand Valley State University

Franklin & Marshall College

Harvard University

Johns Hopkins University

Kean University

Lawrence University

Marquette University

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Mount Holyoke College

Northwestern University

New York University

Oberlin College

Ohio State University

Penn State University

Princeton University

Rice University

Rollins College

St. John’s University (NY)

Stanford University

Suffolk University

Swarthmore College

Syracuse University

Temple University

Texas Christian University

University of Alabama

University of California Los Angeles

University of Chicago

University of Cincinnati

University of Colorado

University of Florida

University of Iowa

UMass Amherst

University of Oklahoma

University of Pennsylvania

University of Rhode Island

University of Tennessee

University of Texas at Austin

University of Vermont

University of Wisconsin Madison

Vanderbilt University

Wake Forest University

Wellesley College

http://www.american.edu/cas/history/
http://history.barnard.edu/
https://www.brandeis.edu/departments/history/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/history/home
http://www.history.cmu.edu/
http://www.coe.edu/academics/history
https://www.conncoll.edu/academics/majors-departments-programs/departments/history/
https://las.depaul.edu/academics/history/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.hts.gatech.edu/
https://www.gvsu.edu/history/
http://www.fandm.edu/history
http://history.fas.harvard.edu/
http://history.jhu.edu/
http://history.kean.edu/
https://www.lawrence.edu/academics/study/history
http://www.marquette.edu/history/
https://history.mit.edu
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/history
http://www.history.northwestern.edu
http://history.fas.nyu.edu/page/home
https://new.oberlin.edu/arts-and-sciences/departments/history/
https://history.osu.edu
http://history.psu.edu/
http://www.princeton.edu/history/
http://history.rice.edu/
http://www.rollins.edu/history/
http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/schools-and-colleges/st-johns-college-liberal-arts-and-sciences/history
http://www.stanford.edu/dept/history/home/index.html
https://www.suffolk.edu/college/departments/11765.php
https://www.swarthmore.edu/history
http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/hist/
http://www.temple.edu/history/
https://addran.tcu.edu/history/
http://history.ua.edu/
http://www.history.ucla.edu
https://history.uchicago.edu/
http://www.artsci.uc.edu/departments/history.html
http://history.colorado.edu/
http://www.history.ufl.edu/
https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/
http://www.umass.edu/history/
http://history.ou.edu/
http://www.history.upenn.edu/
http://www.uri.edu/artsci/his/
http://history.utk.edu
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/history/
http://www.uvm.edu/~history/
https://history.wisc.edu
https://as.vanderbilt.edu/history/
http://college.wfu.edu/history/
http://www.wellesley.edu/History/


NATIONAL HISTORY CLUB

The NHC would like to express our gratitude to the following people and organizations who 
make our important work possible...

The National History Club is a 501(c)(3) organization that relies on grants and donations to support efforts. 
If you are passionate about history and would like to contribute to our mission of promoting history at the 

secondary level please contact Robert Nasson (rnasson@nationalhistoryclub.org). 

www.nationalhistoryclub.org

John Abele

Charles Aulino

HISTORY®

George Washington’s Mount Vernon

The HBE Foundation

ACLS Humanities E-Book

Ahoy New York Tours and Tasting

American Association for State and Local History

Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles

Centre for International Governance Innovation

Dole Institute of Politics

Gilder Lehrman Institute

HarperCollins Publishing

History News Network

History 500

Laurel Hill Cemetery

Museum of Florida History

National Council for History Education

National Vietnam War Museum

National World War I Museum

National World War II Museum

Omohundro Institute of Early American History

Organization of American Historians

Parkview High School (GA)

Penguin Random House

Smithsonian Institution

Society of Architectural Historians

The Concord Review

The Churchill Centre

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund

Patrick Allitt (Professor, Emory)

Peter Baldwin (Professor, UCLA)

Rick & Barbara Berenson

Rick Bitsky

Radcliffe Cheston

Don Farinacci

Will Fitzhugh

Joan & Rick Gier

Frances & John Pepper

Gary Rowe

Jim Schneider

Henry Seng

Gina Shannon

Art Snyder

Rick Sperry

Steve Wheatley

mailto:rnasson@nationalhistoryclub.org
http://www.nationalhistoryclub.org
http://www.history.com
http://www.mountvernon.org/
http://www.humanitiesebook.org/
https://www.ahoynewyorkfoodtours.com
http://www.aaslh.org
http://boyertownmuseum.org/
http://www.balsillieschool.ca/
http://www.doleinstitute.org/
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://www.harpercollins.com/
http://hnn.us/
http://history500.com/links/
http://www.thelaurelhillcemetery.org/index.php?flash=1
http://www.museumoffloridahistory.com/
http://www.nche.net/
http://www.nationalvnwarmuseum.org/
https://theworldwar.org/
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/
http://oieahc.wm.edu/
http://www.oah.org/
http://global.penguinrandomhouse.com/
http://www.si.edu/
http://www.sah.org/
http://www.tcr.org
http://www.winstonchurchill.org/
http://www.vvmf.org/

