
June 8 
 
June 8, 1874 - Apache leader Cochise died on the Chiricahua Reservation in southeastern 
Arizona. After a peace treaty had been broken by the U.S. Army in 1861, he waged war 
against settlers and soldiers, forcing them to withdraw from southern Arizona. In 1862, he 
became principal chief of the Apaches. He and 200 followers avoided capture by hiding in 
the Dragoon Mountains. In June of 1871, Army Gen. George Crook assumed command in 
Arizona and managed to win the allegiance of many Apaches. Cochise then surrendered. He 
disappeared briefly in the Spring of 1872, but returned and settled on the reservation where 
he died. 
 
Birthday - American architect Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959) was born in Richland 
Center, Wisconsin. He designed about 1,000 structures and is considered the most 
influential architect of his time. He became the leader of a style known as the Prairie School 
featuring houses with low-pitched roofs and extended lines that blend into the landscape. He 
once wrote, "No house should ever be on any hill or on anything. It should be of the hill, 
belonging to it, so hill and house could live together each the happier for the other." 
 
 
June 9 
 
June 9, 1898 - The British signed a 99-year lease for Hong Kong, located on the 
southeastern coast of China. Hong Kong, consisting of an area measuring 400 square miles, 
was administered as a British Crown Colony until July 1, 1997, when its sovereignty 
reverted to the People's Republic of China. 
 
 
June 10  
 
June 10, 1652 - In Massachusetts, silversmith John Hull opened the first mint in America, in 
defiance of English colonial law. The first coin issued was the Pine Tree Shilling, designed 
by Hull. 
 
June 10, 1942 - In one of the most infamous single acts of World War Two, all 172 men and 
boys over age 16 in the Czech village of Lidice were shot by Nazis in reprisal for the 
assassination of SS leader Reinhard Heydrich. The women were deported to Ravensbrück 
concentration camp where most died. Ninety young children were sent to the concentration 
camp at Gneisenau, with some later taken to Nazi orphanages if they were German looking. 
The village was then completely leveled until not a trace remained. 
 
Birthday - Judy Garland (1922-1969) was born in Grand Rapids, Minnesota (as Frances 
Gumm). She is best remembered for her portrayal of Dorothy Gale in The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) and other films including Meet Me in St. Louis (1944) and Easter Parade (1948). She 
became one of the most popular concert performers of the 1950s and '60s and broke box-
office records in New York City and London. She was found dead of an overdose of sleeping 
pills in London on June 22, 1969. 
 
 
 
 
 



June 11 
 
June 11, 1991 - Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines erupted spewing ash into the air, visible 
over 60 miles. The surrounding areas were covered with ash and mud created by 
rainstorms. Nearby U.S. military bases were also damaged. 
 
June 11, 1994 - After 49 years, the Soviet military occupation of East Germany ended. At 
one time there had been 337,800 Soviet troops stationed in Germany. Over 300,000 Russians 
died during World War II in the Battle for Berlin. 
 
Birthday - German composer Georg Richard Strauss (1864-1949) was born in Munich. His 
best known works include; Till Eulenspiegel (1895), Also Sprach Zarathustra (1896) and 
Don Quixote (1898). 
 
Birthday - American feminist and politician Jeannette Rankin (1880-1973) was born in 
Missoula, Montana. She was the first woman elected to the U.S. Congress. She was a 
reformer and a pacifist and was the only member of Congress to vote against a declaration 
of war against Japan following the attack on Pearl Harbor in December of 1941. 
 
Birthday - Undersea explorer Jacques Cousteau (1910-1997) was born in Ste-Andre-de-
Cubzac, France. In 1943, he helped invent the first underwater breathing apparatus, called 
the Aqualung. He is best known for his Emmy Award winning television series, The 
Undersea World of Jacques Cousteau, which premiered in the U.S. in 1968. 
 
Birthday - Football coach Vince Lombardi (1913-1970) was born in Brooklyn, New York. In 
1959, he became head coach of the Green Bay Packers, winning five NFL titles and two 
Super Bowls in nine seasons. He is generally regarded as the greatest coach and the finest 
motivator in football history. He retired in 1968, but was lured back to coach the 
Washington Redskins. He contracted cancer after coaching the Redskins for just one season 
and died September 3, 1970, in Washington, D.C. 
 
June 12 
 
June 12, 1898 - The Philippines declared their independence from Spain. The islands were 
named after King Philip II. Once freed from Spain, the islands were then invaded and 
occupied by U.S. forces. They became an American colony and remained so until after 
World War II. 
 
June 12, 1963 - Civil rights leader Medgar Evers was assassinated in Jackson, Mississippi, 
by a rifle bullet from an ambush. He had been active in seeking integration of schools and 
voter registration for African Americans in the South. There was widespread public 
outrage following his death, which led President John F. Kennedy to propose a 
comprehensive Civil Rights law. Evers was buried in Arlington National Cemetery. 
 
Birthday - George Bush, the 41st U.S. President, was born in Milton, Massachusetts, June 
12, 1924. During World War II, he became the youngest pilot in the U.S. Navy. Following 
the war, he co-founded a Texas oil equipment manufacturing company. He then entered 
politics, serving in a variety of roles including in the U.S. Congress, the United Nations, as 
U.S. liaison to China, C.I.A. director, and two terms as vice-president under Ronald 
Reagan. Elected to the presidency in 1988, President Bush is best remembered for forging a 
successful multinational military alliance following the invasion of Kuwait on August 2, 



1990, by Saddam Hussein's Iraqi army. However, following the defeat of Iraq, Bush was 
beset by domestic problems in the U.S., which resulted in a significant drop in popularity 
and his loss in the 1992 election to Bill Clinton. 
 
Birthday - Anne Frank (1929-1945) was born in Frankfurt, Germany. She is perhaps the 
best known victim of the Nazi Holocaust. Anne and her family moved from Germany to 
Amsterdam to flee Nazi persecution, then went into hiding in a small attic after Holland was 
invaded by Nazis. Anne, a girl on the verge of womanhood, was unable to go outside for any 
reason. In 1942, she began a diary to cope with the boredom, fear, annoyances, and 
loneliness of captivity. Her family's hiding place was eventually discovered and Anne and 
her family were deported to Nazi concentration camps. She contracted typhus and died at 
Bergen-Belsen in 1945. After the war, her father published her diary, which inspired the 
world, revealing a young woman who had managed to remain hopeful, despite it all. 
 
June 13 
 
June 13, 1971 - The New York Times began publishing the Pentagon Papers, a collection of 
top secret documents exposing U.S. strategy in the Vietnam war. 
 
June 13, 1966 - The U.S. Supreme Court ruled (5-4) in the case of Miranda v. Arizona that 
an accused person must be apprised of certain rights before questioning including the right 
to remain silent, the right to know that anything said can be used against the individual in 
court, and the right to have a defense attorney present during interrogation. American 
police officers now routinely read prisoners their 'Miranda' (constitutional) rights before 
questioning. 
 
Birthday - Nobel Prize-winning Irish poet and dramatist William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) 
was born in Dublin, Ireland. Among his plays; The Countess Cathleen (1892) and Cathleen 
ni Houlihan (1902). 
 
Birthday - American Army General Winfield Scott (1786-1866) was born in Petersburg, 
Virginia. Nicknamed "Old Fuss and Feathers" because of his formality, he served in three 
wars - the War of 1812, the Mexican War, and the U.S. Civil War. He was also nominated 
for the presidency by the Whig party in 1852 but was defeated by Franklin Pierce. 
 
June 14 
 
June 14, 1775 - The first U.S. Military service, the Continental Army, consisting of six 
companies of riflemen, was established by the Second Continental Congress. The next day, 
George Washington was appointed by a unanimous vote to command the army. 
 
June 14, 1777 - John Adams introduced a resolution before Congress mandating a United 
States flag, stating, "...that the flag of the thirteen United States shall be thirteen stripes, 
alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white on a blue field, representing 
a new constellation." This anniversary is celebrated each year in the U.S. as Flag Day. 
 
June 14, 1922 - Warren G. Harding became the first U.S. President to broadcast a message 
over the radio. The event was the dedication of the Francis Scott Key Memorial in 
Baltimore. 
 



June 14, 1951 - Univac 1, the world's first commercial electronic computer was unveiled in 
Philadelphia. It was installed at the Census Bureau and utilized a magnetic tape unit as a 
buffer memory. 
 
Birthday - Photojournalist Margaret Bourke-White (1906-1971) was born in New York 
City. In 1936, she became one of four original staff photographers for Life Magazine. She 
was the first woman to become an accredited war correspondent during World War II. She 
covered the Italian campaign, the siege of Moscow and the American crossing of the Rhine 
into Germany. Her photographs of Nazi concentration camps stunned the world. She later 
photographed Mahatma Gandhi and covered the migration of millions of people after the 
Indian subcontinent was subdivided. She also served as a war correspondent during the 
Korean War. Her best known book was a study of rural poverty in the American South, 
You Have Seen Their Faces (1937). 
 
Birthday - American writer Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896) was born in Litchfield, 
Connecticut. She wrote Uncle Tom's Cabin, an antislavery novel containing vivid 
descriptions of the sufferings and oppression of African Americans. The book provoked a 
storm of protest and inflamed people in the North against slavery in the South. The names 
of two characters from the novel have become part of the English language - the slave, 
Uncle Tom, and the villainous slave owner, Simon Legree. During the U.S. Civil War, as 
Harriet Beecher Stowe was introduced to President Abraham Lincoln, he reportedly said, 
"So you're the little woman who wrote the book that made this great war." 
 
Birthday - American editor and compiler John Bartlett (1820-1905) was born in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. Although he had little formal education, he created Bartlett's Familiar 
Quotations, one of the most-used reference works of the English language, which today 
contains 22,000 entries. 
 
Birthday - German psychiatrist and pathologist Alois Alzheimer (1864-1915) was born in 
Markbreit am Mainz, Germany. In 1907, he published an article first describing 
'Alzheimers,' a degenerative disease, usually beginning at age 40-60, affecting nerve cells of 
the brain and leading to severe memory impairment and progressive loss of mental 
faculties. 


