
June 29 
 
June 29, 1972 - The U.S. Supreme Court ruled (5-4) that capital punishment was a violation 
of the Eighth Amendment prohibiting "cruel and unusual punishment." The decision 
spared the lives of 600 individuals then sitting on death row. Four years later, in another 
ruling, the Court reversed itself and determined the death penalty was not cruel and 
unusual punishment. On October 4, 1976, the ban was lifted on the death penalty in cases 
involving murder. 
 
Birthday - American surgeon William Mayo (1861-1939) was born in LeSeuer, Minnesota. 
He one of the Mayo brothers, pioneers of the concept of the group clinic, bringing together 
specialists from a number of medical fields to better perform diagnoses and treatment. The 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, became an internationally known medical center. 
 
 
June 30 
 
June 30, 1971 - The 26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was enacted, granting the 
right to vote in all federal, state and local elections to American citizens 18 years or older. 
The U.S. thus gained an additional 11 million voters. The minimum voting age in most 
states had been 21. 
 
June 30, 1997 - In Hong Kong, the flag of the British Crown Colony was officially lowered 
at midnight and replaced by a new flag representing China's sovereignty and the official 
transfer of power. 
 
 
July 1 
 
July 1, 1862 - President Abraham Lincoln signed the first income tax bill, levying a 3% 
income tax on annual incomes of $600-$10,000 and a 5% tax on incomes over $10,000. Also 
on this day, the Bureau of Internal Revenue was established by an Act of Congress. 
 
July 1, 1863 - Beginning of the Battle of Gettysburg during the U.S. Civil War. 
 
 
 
July 2 
 
July 2, 1776 - The Continental Congress in Philadelphia adopted the following resolution, 
originally introduced on June 7, by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia -- "Resolved, That these 
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that they are 
absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between 
them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved. That it is expedient 
forthwith to take the most effectual measures for forming foreign Alliances. That a plan of 
confederation be prepared and transmitted to the respective Colonies for their 
consideration and approbation." 
 
July 2, 1788 - Congress announced the United States Constitution had been ratified by the 
required nine states and that a committee had been appointed to make preparations for the 
new American government. 



 
July 2, 1881 - President James A. Garfield was shot and mortally wounded as he entered a 
railway station in Washington D.C. He died on September 19. 
 
July 2, 1964 - President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964, prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of race in public accommodations, publicly owned or operated 
facilities, employment and union membership and in voter registration. The Act allowed for 
cutoff of Federal funds in places where discrimination remained. 
 
Birthday - The first African American on the U.S. Supreme Court, Thurgood Marshall 
(1908-1993) was born in Baltimore, Maryland. Nominated by President Johnson, he began 
his 24-year career on the high court in 1967. 
 
 
July 3 
 
July 3, 1775 - During the American Revolution, George Washington took command of the 
Continental Army at Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
 
July 3, 1976 - The raid on Entebbe airport in Uganda occurred as an Israeli commando unit 
rescued 103 hostages on a hijacked Air France airliner. The jet had been en route from Tel 
Aviv to Paris when it was hijacked by pro-Palestinian guerrillas. Three hostages, seven 
hijackers and twenty Ugandan soldiers were killed during the rescue. 
 
July 3, 1988 - Iran Air Flight 655 was destroyed while flying over the Persian Gulf after the 
U.S. Navy Warship Vincennes fired two surface-to-air missiles, killing all 290 passengers 
aboard. A subsequent U.S. military inquiry cited stress related human failure for the 
mistaken identification of the civilian airbus as an enemy F-14 fighter. 
 
 
July 4 
 
July 4, 1776 - The Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress. 
 
July 4, 1863- Vicksburg, the last Confederate stronghold on the Mississippi River, 
surrendered to Gen. Grant and the Army of the West after a six week siege. With the Union 
in control of the Mississippi, the Confederacy was effectively split in two, cut off from its 
western allies. 
 
July 4, 1882 - The "Last Great Buffalo Hunt" began on Indian reservation lands near 
Hettinger, North Dakota as 2,000 Teton Sioux Indians in full hunting regalia killed about 
5,000 buffalo. By this time, most of the estimated 60-75 million buffalo in America had been 
killed. By 1883, the last of the free-ranging buffalo were gone. 
 
Birthday - Novelist and short-story writer Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) was born in 
Salem, Mass. His works included; The Scarlet Letter, The House of the Seven Gables and 
The Blithedale Romance. 
 
 



Birthday - Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933) the 30th U.S. President was born in Plymouth, 
Vermont. He became President on August 3, 1923, after the death of Warren G. Harding. In 
1924, Coolidge was elected President but did not run for re-election in 1928. 
 
 
July 5   
 
July 5, 1775- The Continental Congress adopted the Olive Branch Petition expressing hope 
for a reconciliation with Britain. However, King George III refused even to look at the 
petition and instead issued a proclamation declaring the Americans to be in a state of open 
rebellion. 
 
Birthday - Civil War Admiral David Farragut (1801-1870) was born near Knoxville, 
Tennessee. He is best remembered for his yelling "Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead!" 
during an attack on his fleet by the Confederates. 
 
Birthday - Promoter and showman P.T. Barnum (1810-1891) was born in Bethel, 
Connecticut. His American Museum opened in 1842, exhibiting unusual acts such as the 
Feejee Mermaid, Siamese Twins Chang and Eng, and General Tom Thumb. In 1871, 
Barnum opened "The Greatest Show on Earth" in Brooklyn, New York. He later merged 
with rival J.A. Bailey to form the Barnum and Bailey Circus. 
 
Birthday - Cecil J. Rhodes (1853-1902) was born at Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire, 
England. As a South African millionaire and politician, he was said to have once controlled 
90% of the world's diamond production. His will founded the Rhodes Scholarships at 
Oxford University for young scholars aged 18-25. Rhodesia was also named for him. 
 
 
 
 


