
June 22 
 
June 22, 1918 - A Michigan Central Railroad troop train struck the rear of the Hagenbeck-
Wallace Circus train in Ivanhoe, Indiana. Fifty-three circus performers were killed. Of the 
circus animals not killed, most were maimed and had to be destroyed. The performers, of 
whom only three could be identified, were buried in a mass grave. 
 
 
June 23 
 
June 23, 1865 - The last formal surrender of Confederate troops occurred as Cherokee 
leader and Confederate Brigadier Gen. Watie surrendered his battalion comprised of 
American Indians in the Oklahoma Territory. 
 
 
June 24 
 
June 24, 1948 - The Soviet Union began a blockade of Berlin. Two days later the Allies 
responded with an emergency airlift to relieve two million isolated West Berliners. During 
the Berlin Airlift, American and British planes flew about 278,000 flights, delivering 2.3 
million tons of food, coal and medical supplies. A plane landed in Berlin every minute from 
eleven Allied staging areas in West Germany. The Soviets lifted their blockade of Berlin on 
May 12, 1949; however the airlift continued until September 30. 
 
Birthday - Boxing champ Jack Dempsey (1895-1983) was born in Manassa, Colorado. 
Dubbed "The Manassa Mauler," he reigned as world heavyweight champion from 1919 to 
1926. Following his boxing career, he became a successful New York restaurant operator. 
 
 
June 25   
 
June 25, 1862 - During the U.S. Civil War, the Seven Days Campaign began as Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee launched a series of assaults to prevent a Union attack on Richmond, 
Virginia. The Campaign included battles at Oak Grove, Gaine's Mills, Garnett's Farm, 
Golding's Farm, Savage's Station, White Oak Swamp and Malvern Hill, resulting in over 
36,000 casualties on both sides. Despite losing the final assault at Malvern Hill, the 
Confederates succeeded in preventing the Union Army from taking Richmond. 
 
June 25, 1876 - Gen. George A. Custer, leading 250 men, attacked an encampment of Sioux 
Indians near Little Bighorn River in Montana. Custer and his men were then attacked by 
2000-4000 Indian braves. Only one scout and a single horse survived 'Custer's Last Stand' 
on the Little Bighorn Battlefield. News of the humiliating defeat infuriated Americans and 
led to all out war. Within a year, the Sioux Indians were a broken and defeated nation. 
 
June 25, 1950 - The Korean War began as North Korean troops, led by Soviet-built tanks, 
crossed the 38th parallel and launched a full-scale invasion of South Korea. Five days later, 
U.S. ground forces entered the conflict, which lasted until July 27, 1953, when an armistice 
was signed at Panmunjon, formally dividing the country at the 38th parallel into North and 
South Korea. 
 



June 25, 1990 - The U.S. Supreme Court ruled (5-4) that it was unconstitutional for any 
state to require, without providing other options, a minor to notify both parents before 
obtaining an abortion. 
 
June 25, 1991 - Following the collapse of Soviet rule in Eastern Europe, the republics of 
Croatia and Slovenia declared their independence from Yugoslavia. Ethnic rivalries 
between Serbians and Croatians soon erupted. In 1992, fighting erupted in Bosnia-
Herzegovina between Serbians and ethnic Muslims. A campaign of terrorism and genocide, 
termed 'ethnic cleansing,' was started by the Serbs against the Muslims. At least two million 
people became refugees, and about 200,000 were missing and presumed dead. Violence in 
the region raged on through 1995 despite economic sanctions and the efforts of U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in the area. 
 
Birthday - English satirist George Orwell (1903-1950) was born at Montihari in Bengal (as 
Eric Arthur Blair). He is best known for two works of fiction --- Animal Farm (1944), and 
1984 (1949). 
 
 
June 26 
 
June 26, 1893 - Illinois Gov. John P. Altgeld issued a controversial pardon for three 
anarchists convicted after the Haymarket Riot. The riot had occurred in Chicago in May of 
1886, after 180 police officers advanced on 1,300 persons listening to speeches by labor 
activists and anarchists. A bomb was thrown. Seven police were killed and over 50 
wounded. Four anarchists were then charged with conspiracy to kill, convicted and hanged 
while another committed suicide in jail. Three others were given lengthy jail terms, then 
pardoned by Gov. Altgeld in a move that likely cost him his political career. 
 
June 26, 1945 - The United Nations Charter was signed in San Francisco by 50 nations. The 
Charter was ratified on October 24, 1945. 
 
Birthday - American author Pearl Buck (1892-1973) was born in Hillsboro, West Virginia. 
She became a noted authority on China and wrote books including The Good Earth, which 
revealed the mysterious Chinese culture to Western readers. She received a Nobel Prize in 
1938 for her many books. 
 
Birthday - Champion athlete Mildred "Babe" Didrikson (1914-1952) was born in Port 
Arthur, Texas. Nicknamed after baseball legend Babe Ruth, she won two gold medals at the 
1932 Olympics, setting world records in the javelin throw and high hurdle. She then took up 
golf, winning the 1946 U.S. Women's Amateur Tournament. In 1947, she won 17 straight 
golf championships and became the first American winner of the British Ladies' Amateur 
Tournament. As a pro golfer, she won the U.S. Women's Open in 1950 and 1954. She also 
excelled in softball, baseball, swimming, figure skating, billiards, and even football. In 1950, 
she was named 'woman athlete of the first half of the 20th century' by the Associated Press. 
She died of cancer at age 42. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



June 27 
 
Birthday - American musician Mildred J. Hill (1859-1916) was born in Louisville, 
Kentucky. She composed the melody for what is now the world's most often sung song, 
Happy Birthday to You. 
 
 
June 28 
 
June 28, 1862 - During the U.S. Civil War, the siege of the Confederate city of Vicksburg 
began as Admiral David Farragut succeeded in taking a fleet past the Mississippi River 
stronghold. The siege continued over a year. 
 
June 28, 1914 - Archduke Francis Ferdinand, Crown Prince of Austria and his wife were 
assassinated at Sarajevo, touching off a conflict between the Austro-Hungarian government 
and Serbia that escalated into World War I. 
 
June 28, 1919 - The signing of the Treaty of Versailles formally ended World War I. 
According to the terms, Germany was asked to admit guilt, give up Alsace-Lorraine and 
overseas colonies, and pay reparations of $15 Billion. The treaty also prohibited German 
rearmament.  
 
Birthday - Philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) was born in Geneva, 
Switzerland. His book The Social Contract stated that no laws are binding unless agreed 
upon by the people, a concept that deeply affected the French. In his novel Emile he 
challenged harsh child-rearing methods of his day and argued that young people should be 
given freedom to enjoy sunlight, exercise, and play. "Man is born free," he wrote in The 
Social Contract, "and everywhere he is in chains." 
 
 
 


