
June 1 
 
Birthday - Founder of Utah and patriarch of the Mormon church Brigham Young (1801-
1877) was born in Whittingham, Vermont. Called the "American Moses," he led thousands 
of religious followers across the wilderness to settle over 300 towns in the West, including 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
Birthday - Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962) was born in Los Angeles (as Norma Jean 
Mortensen). Following an unstable childhood spent in foster homes and orphanages, she 
landed a job as a photographer's model, which led to a movie career. She later married 
baseball legend Joe DiMaggio. Beneath her glamorous movie star looks she was fragile and 
insecure and eventually succumbed to the pressures of Hollywood life. She died in Los 
Angeles from an overdose of sleeping pills on August 5, 1962. Best known for Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes (1953), The Seven Year Itch (1955), Bus Stop (1956), Some Like It Hot 
(1959), and The Misfits (1961). 
 
June 2 
 
Birthday - Marquis de Sade (1740-1814) was born in Paris. He was a military leader, 
governor-general, and author, whose acts of extreme cruelty and violence resulted in the 
term sadism being created from his name to describe gratification in inflicting pain. 
 
June 3 
 
June 3, 1937 - The Duke of Windsor married Wallis Warfield Simpson in Monts, France. As 
King Edward VIII, he had abdicated the British throne in December of 1936 amid 
tremendous controversy to marry Simpson, an American who had been divorced. Following 
the wedding, the couple lived in France and had minimal contact with the English Royal 
family. The Duke died in Paris on May 28, 1972, and was buried near Windsor Castle in 
England. 
 
June 3, 1972 - Sally Jan Priesand was ordained a rabbi thus becoming the first woman 
rabbi in the U.S. She then became an assistant rabbi at the Stephen Wise Free Synagogue in 
New York City. 
 
June 3, 1989 - Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, leader of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, died. 
On February 1, 1979, after 15 years in exile, he had staged a triumphant return to Iran, 
which led to the downfall of the Shah. Khomeini then reorganized the government on 
Islamic principles. On November 11, 1979, a group of students loyal to Khomeini seized 66 
hostages in the American Embassy in Tehran after the former Shah had entered the U.S. 
for medical treatment. Thus began an international political crisis lasting until January 20, 
1981, when they were released. 
 
Birthday - Confederate president Jefferson Davis (1808-1889) was born at Todd County, 
Kentucky. After the Southern states formed the Confederacy in 1861, he hoped to be named 
commander of the Confederate military forces but was instead chosen to be president, 
serving until 1865. Following the Civil War, he was imprisoned but never brought to trial. 
He died at age 81 in New Orleans. 
 
 
 



June 4 
 
June 4, 1944 - During World War II in Europe, Rome was liberated by the U.S. 5th Army, 
led by General Mark Clark. Rome had been declared an open city by German Gen. Albert 
Kesselring amid Allied concerns the Germans might stage a Stalingrad style defense that 
would devastate the historic 'eternal' city. 
 
June 4, 1972 - An express train packed with more than 600 people rammed into a stalled 
train at full speed in the main station of Jessore, Bangladesh, killing 76 and injuring over 
500 persons. 
 
June 4, 1989 - The Chinese government ordered its troops to open fire on unarmed 
protesters in Tiananmen Square in Beijing. The protest had started on April 16 as about 
1,000 students marched to mourn the death of Hu Yaobang, a pro-reform leader within the 
Chinese government. Despite government warnings, pro-reform and pro-democracy 
demonstrations continued for a month drawing ever-larger crowds of young people, 
eventually totaling over one million persons. On May 13, 3,000 students began an eight day 
hunger strike. The government imposed martial law on May 20 and brought in troops. On 
June 2, in their first clash with the People's Army, demonstrators turned back an advance 
of unarmed troops. However, in the pre-dawn hours of June 4, the People's Army, using 
tanks, machine-guns, clubs and tear gas, opened fire on the unarmed protesters. Armored 
personnel carriers then rolled into the square crushing students still sleeping in their tents. 
The Chinese government later claimed only 300 died in the attack. U.S. estimates put the 
toll at over 3,000. Following the massacre, over 1,600 demonstrators were rounded up and 
jailed, with 27 being executed. 
 
Birthday - King George III (1738-1820) was born. He ruled England for 60 years from 1760 
to 1820 and was the English king against whom the American Revolution was directed. 
 
June 5   
 
June 5, 1783 - The first sustained flight occurred as a hot-air balloon was launched at 
Annonay, France, by brothers Joseph and Jacques Montgolfier. Their 33-foot-diameter 
globe aerostatique ascended about 6,000 feet. In September, they repeated the experiment 
for King Louis XVI, using a sheep, rooster and duck as the balloon's passengers. 
 
June 5, 1968 - Robert F. Kennedy was shot and mortally wounded while leaving the Hotel 
Ambassador in Los Angeles. The shooting occurred after a celebration of Kennedy's victory 
in the California presidential primary. He died at 1:44 a.m., June 6, at age 42, leaving 
behind his wife Ethel and eleven children, the last one born after his death. President John 
F. Kennedy had named his brother and campaign manager, Robert Francis Kennedy, to the 
post of U.S. Attorney General in 1961. Robert served as the president's closest confidant. 
After the assassination of JFK, Robert remained as Attorney General until 1964, when he 
resigned to make a successful run for the U.S. Senate from New York. Allied with the plight 
of the poor and disadvantaged in America, he spoke out against racial discrimination, 
economic injustice and the Vietnam War. In March of 1968, he announced his candidacy 
for the presidency. And with the win in California, he appeared headed for the nomination. 
 
Birthday - Scottish economist and philosopher Adam Smith (1723-1790) was born in 
Kirkcaldy, Scotland. He wrote An Enquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of 
Nations, published in 1776. The book described the workings of a market economy and 



established him as one of the most influential figures in the development of modern 
economic theory. 
 
Birthday - British economist John Maynard Keynes (1883-1946) was born in Cambridge, 
England. He wrote The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money in 1936, 
stating his ideas about government responsibility and commitment to maintaining high 
employment. He claimed that business investors and governments, not consumers, were the 
source of business cycle shifts. 
 
June 6 
 
June 6, 1872 - Pioneering feminist Susan B. Anthony was fined for voting in a presidential 
election at Rochester, New York. After voting rights had been granted to African American 
males by the 15th Amendment, she attempted to extend the same rights to women. She led a 
group of women that voted illegally, to test their status as citizens. She was arrested, tried 
and sentenced to pay $100, which she refused. Following her death in 1906 after five 
decades of tireless work, the Democratic and Republican parties both endorsed women's 
right to vote. In August of 1920, the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was finally 
ratified, allowing women to vote. 
 
June 6, 1944 - D-Day, the largest amphibious landing in history, began in the early-morning 
hours as Allied forces landed in Normandy on the north coast of France. Operation 
Overlord took months of planning and involved 1,527,000 soldiers in 47 Allied divisions 
along with 4,400 ships and landing craft, and 11,000 aircraft. The Germans had about 60 
divisions spread along France and the low countries. American forces landed on two 
western beaches, Utah and Omaha, while British and Canadian troops landed farther east 
on Gold, Juno and Sword beaches. By the end of the day 150,000 Allied soldiers and their 
accompanying vehicles had landed with 15,000 killed and wounded. 
 
June 6, 1978 - By a vote of almost two to one, California voters approved Proposition 13, an 
amendment to the state constitution severely limiting property tax rates. 
 
Birthday - American patriot Nathan Hale (1755-1776) was born in Coventry, Connecticut. 
During the American Revolution, he volunteered for a dangerous spy mission in Long 
Island and was captured by the British on the night of September 21, 1776. Brought before 
British Gen. William Howe, Hale admitted he was an American officer. Howe ordered him 
to be hanged the following morning. As Hale mounted the gallows he uttered, "I only regret 
that I have but one life to lose for my country." 
 
June 7 
 
June 7, 1965 - The U.S. Supreme Court struck down a Connecticut law banning 
contraception. In Griswold v. Connecticut, the Supreme Court guaranteed the right to 
privacy, including freedom from government intrusion into matters of birth control. 
 
Birthday - French painter Paul Gauguin (1848-1903) was born in Paris. He left Paris and 
moved to Tahiti where he developed an interest in primitive art. Among his best known 
paintings; Vision After the Sermon (1888), When Shall We Be Married? (1892), Holiday 
(1896), and Two Tahitian Women (1899). His style using broad, flat tones and bold colors, 
inspired artists such as Edvard Munch, Henri Matisse, and the young Pablo Picasso. 


